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How to Throw a Block Party
By Katherine Gotthardt

Cindy Brookshire gave me some great ad-
vice when I was organizing my first block
party: “It’s like stone soup,” she said.
“Start with nothing and then just see how it
all falls together.” Believe it or not, your
neighbors might want to know you, and
you’ll never find out unless you take the
initiative. Here’s how it works.

1. Suggest the idea and a few dates to
one or two neighbors. See what they think.

2. Choose a central area to set up and
figure out how many houses to involve.

3. Decide food to be cooked and shared.
Isaidinmy flyer,* Shar e a disyHtomynfighbasly
wi s IKeep this loosely structured so peo- . )
ple can pitch in as they want or can. Neighborhood Pride Week
Neighborhood Pride Week
tinues }hr8u%hlguly 4 in Dale
y! Volunteers are cleaning
up Dale Boulevard daily in
preparation for the Annual Inde-
pendence Day Parade. To help
out, call Connie Moser, Coordi-
nator, Lindendale Community at
703-590-6662.

4. Create a flyer. List any restrictions:
“no aloc‘ohloddse do ng;
dr i v e vWheykdOA rules first.

5. Deliver flyers in person. Knock on
doors, introduce yourself and encourage
your neighbors to bring family, friends and
friendly pets. Avoid leaving flyers if no
one is home — go back. If your neighbors
don’t speak English, translate the flyer.

6. Think simple for activities: bubble
blowers, sprinklers, board games, sidewalk
chalk, boom boxes. To be creative, add
face-painting, clowning, live music, more.

Neighborhood Yard Sale
Saturday, July 11
7 am — until

on Sandalwood Drive across
from Baldwin Elementary
School

7. Have paper & pen handy to share
names and contact information.

Thank you Cindy Brookshire and Kathy
Clark for helping to make our first event a suc- Main Street, City of Manassas
cess. More than 30 neighbors had a great
time!

My “BBQ in the Loop” on June 19 in Gainesville started with dragging out grills
to the curb and ended with a pifiata. What a great way to kick off the summer and

Town of Quantico
Clean Up
Saturday, July 11
8:00 a.m. — 12:00 noon

Bring your trash, old furni-
ture, small appliances and
stuff that you just don’t have
room to store to one of Prince
William County’s monthly
cleanups. Open-top contain-
ers will be available for you to
dispose of your clutter.

Any residents of Prince
William County are invited to
make use of this service. For
a complete calendar of
monthly cleanup locations, go
to www.pwcgov.org/junk or
call 703-792-7018.



